Champ Ferguson 
(“I Took Time by the Forelock” page 16) 


Brigadier General Thomas Green 
(“The Battle of Stirling’s Plantation” page 30) 


John Hunt Morgan 
(“We Will have to Whip These fellows Sure Enough” 
page 70) 
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16 “I TOOK TIME BY THE FORELOCK” 


Champ Ferguson’s War 
—Thomas D. Mays 


30 THE BATTLE OF STIRLING’S PLANTATION 


The destruction of an isolated Union force by troops under Tom 
Greene’s command was a further demonstration of the ability of 


this rising Confederate commander. —Curtis Milbourn 


44 LAFAYETTE BAKER AND CIVIL WAR SECURITY 
IN THE NORTH 


Of the major officials who served the Union war effort, none 
has been more maligned or less understood than the head of the 


nation’s first federal detective force. —C. Wyatt Evans 


52 FOR WANT OF A PRIMER 


Hood’s desperate gamble at Franklin might have succeeded, if it 


weren't for the absence of a readily available item no larger than 
akey. —Daniel Mallock 


70 “WE WILL HAVE TO WHIP THESE FELLOWS 
SURE ENOUGH” 


By the late summer of 1862 the war in Tennessee had taken an 
ugly turn. —Dean West 


84 IN THE SHADOW OF THE CIVIL WAR 


Six years before the firing on Fort Sumter, the case of Passmore 
Williamson captured the attention of the nation and highlighted 
the increasing inevitability of Civil War. 

—Nat Brandt and Yanna Kroyt Brandt 
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David Farragut 
("Mutiny at Fort Jackson," page 18) 


A proposed Confederate national flag 
("The Stars and Bars,” page 30) 


Many names were bandies about as possible members 
of Lincoln's cabinet 
("How Lincoln Made a Cabinet," page 42) 
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MUTINY AT FORT JACKSON 


On April 27, 1862, Confederate soldiers at Fort Jackson mutinied 
against their commanding officers. New Orleans fell to Union 
forces soon thereafter. What can this episode tell us about the 
Confederacy? —Michael D. Pierson 


THE STARS AND BARS 


The first national flag was perhaps the most hated flag in the 
Confederacy. —Don Collins 


HOW LINCOLN MADE A CABINET 


The manner in which Lincoln made his cabinet set the tone for 
his style of leadership during the gravest crisis America had 


faced. —Harold Holzer 
CHASING THE GRAY GHOST 


Not hindered by a formal military education, Captain Richard 
Blazer displayed imagination, daring, and ingenuity and became, 
in the words of John Singleton Mosby, his “most formidable foe.” 
—Jordan D. Walzer 


CLEBURNE’S PROPOSAL 


Most Civil War aficionados know that Major General Patrick 
Cleburne made a mid-war proposal that slaves should be 
recruited to fight for the Confederacy. But what exactly did he 
propose and how was his proposal received at the time? 
—Daniel Mallock 


THE BATTLE OF CROOKED RUN 


The Battle of Crooked Run was a watershed event, proving 
that Sheridan’s cavalry could stand toe-to-toe with the battle- 
hardened infantry of the Army of Northern Virginia. 

—Scott C. Patchan 


NEGLEY'S RAID 

The term “raid” when used in the context of the Civil War in 
Tennessee usually calls to mind the bold tactical genius of 
Nathan Bedford Forrest. But the first cavalry raid in that state 
was actually led by a Union officer. —James B. Jones Jr. 


FORGOTTEN HEROISM 
George Thomas’s battle against the Klan —Christopher J. Einolf 
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William Quantrill 
("Irregular Warfare," page 16) 


34 


47 


Ward Hill Lamon 
(“Lincoln and his Admirals,’ page 34) 
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Robert E. Lee 
("Utterly Impossible for Man or Horse," page 68) 
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IRREGULAR WARFARE 1861-1865 

What was it considered legitimate, in the 1860s, 
for occupiers and the occupied to do? And how 
important was guerrilla warfare to the outcome of the 
conflict? 

—panel discussion: Michael Bradley, John Inscoe, James Jones, 
Thomas Mays, Steve Newton, Keith Poulter, Daniel Sutherland 


LINCOLN AND HIS ADMIRALS 


Lincoln, the navy, and Fort Sumter—Craig Symonds 


“A BRAVE, VIGILANT, AND ENERGETIC OFFICER” 
Behind the lines with Confederate colonel John M. 
Hughs. —James B. Jones Jr. 


MORE BLACK CONFEDERATES 
Melungeons and others.... 
—Thomas P. Lowry and Rev. Albert H. Ledoux 


RIFLE-MUSKETS IN THE CIVIL WAR 

At what range did infantrymen actually open fire, 
and how different was this to their Napoleonic 
counterparts? —Bruce Trinque 


“UTTERLY IMPOSSIBLE FOR MAN OR HORSE” 
The seizure of Union gunboats, a commando-style 
landing, and a grueling cross-country ride, all would 
be necessary if the war’s most daring escape plan were 
to work. —James M. Bartek 
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The Tredegar ironworks: was Richmond the key? 
(“A Strategic Alternative?” page 14) 


General Alexander Hays 
(“Tactics in the Wilderness,’ page 22) 


General George H. Thomas 
(“Snake Creek Gap and the Campaign that Never 


Happened,” page 56) 
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22 


36 


68 


Was there an alternative strategy open to Civil War 
armies—one that would have brought a speedier end 
to the conflict and cost far fewer casualties? 

—Allen Guelzo, James McPherson, Keith Poulter, Steven Newton, 
Steven Woodworth 


TACTICS IN THE WILDERNESS 


Meade, Hancock, and Hays—Lifting the “fog of war.” 
—Reid Ross 


MISSOURIANS AND THE WAR ON THE WESTERN 
RIVERS 


Missourians played a critical role in events that made 


the Union’s riverine victory possible. 
—William Piston and Thomas Sweeney 


SNAKE CREEK GAP AND THE CAMPAIGN THAT 
NEVER HAPPENED 


The campaign as envisaged by General George H. 
Thomas would have been very different. 
—Steven Newton 


THE SAVAGE WAR 

The irregular war that gripped much of the Southern 
and border states was far more significant than 
historians have hitherto believed. 

—Daniel Sutherland 
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14 STRUGGLE FOR THE TRANS-MISSISSIPP! 


Before it could conquer the Mississippi Valley the Union army 
had to eliminate any “backdoor” threat to those operations by 
controlling the transportation corridor that ran southeast from 
St. Louis to Fort Smith, Arkansas. 

—William Garrett Piston 


24 FOSTER’S A HUMBUG 


Confusion and lack of coordination among the Union high 
command doomed a promising plan to capture the cradle of the 
Confederacy. 


Major John Appleton—pictured as a private in 1862. —Sharon S. MacDonald and W. Robert Beckman 
(“Foster’s a Humbug,’ page 24) 


43 MACHINATIONS IN THE CONFEDERATE HIGH 
COMMAND 


Braxton Bragg was not above lying in the course of his imbroglio 
with James Longstreet. 
—Alex Mendoza 


49 GLORY AND ME 


In March 1989 a history professor participated in a short love/ 
hate affair with Hollywood 
—Gregory J. W. Urwin 


60 WHEREVER WE HAVE BEEN WE HAVE NOT 
BEEN EXPECTED 


In late 1864 a Virginian loyalist led a Union cavalry raid across 


the Deep South. 
—Michael J. Martin 
Advice on stacking muskets 68 SLAVERY AND STATES’ RIGHTS IN THE OLD 
(“Glory and Me,” page 49) NORTH STATE 
: | Dual sentiments animated support for secession in the last state 
to leave the Union. 
—Jay Gillispie 
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George A. Custer: “a genius for war?” 
(“Overrated Generals,’ page 14) 


Leonidas Polk 
(“North and South: the Great Divide,’ page 24) 
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An original Sharps Model 1859 Military Rifle (sn 
56978) configured for the Berdan contract. Coutesy 
Bob Becker. (“Bloody Work,” page 56) 
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THE MOST OVERRATED GENERALS 


A panel of historians discussed which Civil War 
generals currently enjoy undue esteem. 


—Stephen H. Newton, William G, Piston, Keith E. S. Poulter, 
Gregory J. W. Urwin, and Stephen E. Woodworth. 


THE ONE-AND-A-HALF-MILLION DOLLAR RAID 


Texans and Indians led by Richard Gano inflict a 


severe blow to Yankee morale. 
—Charles D. Grear 


ST. PATRICK'S DAY MELEE 


The Battle of Kelly’s Ford 
—Eric Wittenberg 


NORTH AND SOUTH: THE RELIGIOUS DIVIDE 

Of all the sectional differences that contributed 
to secession and civil war, the most fundamental 
—apart that is from slavery—was religion. 
—Elizabeth D. Young 


BLOODY WORK 

The men of the 2nd U.S. Sharpshooters were ac- 
customed to being used as sharpshooters and skir- 
mishers. But at Antietam they were deployed in 


line in the deadliest part of the battlefield. 
—Gerald L. Earley 
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